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Kibera kid savours stardom

-

By Tomi Oladipo
BB, Madrobd

A new film set in Africa’s largest slum Kibera - often
associated with poverty and erime - hopes to shatter
its negative stereotypes.

Kibera lies just outside the heart of the Kenyan capital,
Mairobi, and is home to mare than 1m people.

The densely populated slum is a collection of squalid mud
huts, corrugated iron shacks and shelters covered with
plastic sheeting, with no sewage pipes, no roads, no water,
e toilets, in fact, with no services of any kind.

But the makers of the 12-
mitnute film, Kibera Kid,
believe there 5 mong to the
slum than the stories of
suffering and gloom that too
aften make it into the news.

The internationally acclaimed
film tells the story of a 12-
vear-old erphaned boy Otiena
and is shot entirely in the
slum, starring local actors.,

&k 1 am wery happy because
I & tha first parsen ram
Kilbara 1o succead in acting ‘

L
Faollowing a botched robbery,
Otieno is forced to choose
petween saving an innocent man's life and his gang called
the Razoars, the anly family he knows,

Ignatius Juma

Fourtean-year-old lgnatius Juma, who plays Otieno, has
taken to his new-found stardom with ease.

*1 am very happy because [ am the first persan from Kibera
to succeed in acting,® he says.

"For me it s easy because [ also act in school... Now, [ am
used to being treated like a star.”

The film has awakened his dreams of making it big as an
international filrm star.

Unkess, he says, he succeeds in his first ambition o become
Kenya's president,

"Wrong image’

Kibera Kid is the second fllm from Hot Sun Films, a
http://mews.bbe co.uk/2hilafrica®93 5607 stm
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community-based chartable trust, and is currently shawimng
at film festivals around the workd.

BBC NEWS Online (Con’t) The trust aims to give slum
residants an appo I'tlJl'llt'g,r o tell

their stories to the warld using &
local knowledge and resources,
including volunteers, to
produce |I:l'r'-l'-b|Jﬂg-E". Films.

Nathan Collett, an independant
us filmmaker who is the
group's co-ardinator, says the
project has been received with
a lot of enthusiasm from Kibera residents.

“They give us their ideas, and we See how we can make it
happen,” he says.

“We're not interesied in giving people money; we are
imparting knowledge and giving them an opportunity to do it
themselves.”

Hat Sun Films was inspired by and bormows its name from
Kenya's informal jua kali industry

In Eiswahil Jua kali means hot sun and refers 1o crafs
paople who make their merchandisse on the streets, rather
than in a Factory setting.,

However, Kibera Kid has fallen wide of its intention for some
Al RarmeE.

‘Some people have been complaining that we are taking the
wrong image abroad that Kenya is very poor,” says Godirey
Ojiambo, one of the film's producers,

“But the truth is that Kibera ¢ pan't say that I don't

exists and it is a slum.” have a talent, so because I'm
in Klbera I can't do lnlﬂ:hint‘

Howewer, he said that by

focusing on one person’s story 19natus Juma

the film becomes a tale of hope - and it also empowers

Kibera residents to develop solutions to the problems they

are facing.

He also expressed the hope that the film would inspire other
Kenyans to get invalved in efforts to improve the quality of
life in Kibera.

And |g|'I-H[ILl5- Says there is an Impﬂﬂﬂﬂt lesson Kibera
residents can take away from the film.

“Always work hard," he says.

‘Don't say that | don't have a talent, so because I'm in
“ibera [ can't da anything.

http:/'mews. bbe co_uk 2/ hi'alnea'693 5607 stm
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Kenya sium becomes mowie location - 1&-August-0T
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KIBERA KID on TV

apraral rigiest

Featured on:

» Reuters TV

« The Fabulous Pic-
ture Show (UK)

« KTN (Kenya)

+ NTV (Kenya)

- Al Jazeera English
News

« Mundo Del Cine
(Venezuela)

- Ugandan TV

For links to select
pieces online see
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KIBERA KID on Radio BE WORLD SERV'C =

Featured on:

- BBC UK BRC Metwork Africa "Pick of the Week™
- BBC World Service
- BBC Network Africa Monday 30th July
. Radio Stations in Cara-
cas, Venezuela Africa’s largest slum - Kibera in Kenya's capital,

Mairobi, dogsn't normally alcit good news. It's
usually associated with filth, crime and the common
suffering of the poor. A group of young people are
hopeng to chamge this; Hot Sun Fims, 15 eqploiting takent
among the shum's youth. Already they have come up with
successful project, a short film entitied Kibera Kid. The 12
minute producton has already won internatonal acclaim. Well
o man in Harobi Tori Gladipo has baan spiaking o its
producers and sent thes riport.

#H LERThM

To LISTEN TO PIECE ONLINE VISIT
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KIBERA KID in Print/Online

Featured on

« BBC Online (UK/
Worldwide)

« DPA Press (Germany/
Worldwide)

- Daily Nation (Kenya)

« The Standard (Kenya)

« Drum Magazine (East Af-
rica)

« Ultimas Noticias (Vene-
zuela)

KIBERA KID

From Deutsche Presse-Agentur
(Germany/Worldwide)

Kenya's Riverwood hopes to make a splash on
film scene By Tia Goldenberg May 14, 2007, 10:05 GMT

Nairobi - A melee of reggae music, hip-hop and jumpy African beats
blares from the row of shops in downtown Nairobi, Kenya's capital.
.....(omitted).

....Aside from Riverwood, short films are popular and have won
Kenya some acclaim. Kibera Kid, a 2006 12-minute film about a boy
growing up in a Nairobi slum who has to choose between gang
life and redemption, won an Emmy Award among several oth-
ers and was screened at the Berlinale Film festival in Germany.
Its Kenyan-based American director Nathan Collett said he is
planning a feature-length film based on Kibera Kid which he
hopes will have the same impact as South Africa's Academy
Award winning movie Tsotsi. 'This film has the potential to
have a large impact on a bigger stage. It can make people real-
1ze what is unique about Kenya and offers a view they would
never have the opportunity to see,’ Collette told Deutsche
Presse-Agentur dpa. He argued that while the 25,000 dollars
spent on the short film
is not small-change for
ordinary Kenyan filmmakers,
the funds can be found with a
little digging in corporate
sponsorship. And while he ac-
knowledged Riverwood's
popularity, he said shooting for
a global audience should be the
country's goal.

'Kenyan runners don't just compete in local races. They go to Boston, New
York and London. The film industry has the same international potential. We
need to think big.'

HOT SUN FOUNDATION/FILMS www.Kiberakid.com 6
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Daily Nation, AUGUST 4th, 2007
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Big Dreams for Kibera
1 'fllm star’
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~ THE STANDARD, AUGUST EHD 2007
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Plenty too watch in season of imternational flm fiests
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MNew satirical movie to feature on local screens
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Ultimas Noticias, Dec 22nd 2007, Caracas, Venezuela
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